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If we need our members to give more money to the church so we
can have a full time pastor and keep our building in good repair,
why do we keep asking for more money to give away to others?
After all, doesn’t charity begins at home?
It’s a fair question, I suppose. The problem with this good question is that
it comes from an institutional mind-set rather than a Christian one. And let me be the first to
confess that too often I approach churchly things from an institutional mind-set rather than from a
Christian one. In the institutional mind-set, nothing is more important than self-preservation.
But self-preservation isn’t most important for followers of Jesus. Jesus said, “Those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” (Matthew
16:25) This is Jesus’ approach to life both for individuals and for his body, the church,
institutionally. Needless to say, Jesus’ way is as hard for churches to follow as it is for individuals.
Prospect Church provides numerous ways for its members to reach out to the world in the
tangible love of Christ. In the months ahead you’ll be hearing about how our church is plugging
in to the worldwide United Methodist Church effort to eradicate malaria. Malaria kills 3,000
people a day, mainly children, and is spread by mosquitoes. In order to attract attention and
money, the United Methodist Church partnered with, among others, Sports Illustrated and the
National Basketball Association (and a gentleman named Gates) to develop the Nothing But Nets
campaign. A $10 mosquito net treated with insecticide literally has saved millions of lives in the
most vulnerable parts of the world, mainly sub-Saharan Africa.
Our denomination’s goal is to raise $75 million by 2015 for the broader program of relief and
education called “Imagine No Malaria.” Our church’s ReThink Team will be working on helping
us to do our part as a church. They’re even talking about a “sleep out” under nets to call attention
to this situation in Bristol and raise money from friends and neighbors!
It is perhaps the irony of ironies. We’re most likely to preserve what we all enjoy most about our
church if we focus outward than if we focus inward. One can only believe it’s really truth if one
has – faith.
See you at 99 Summer Street where PUMC gathers to worship the living God!

Pastor Dennis
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Stuart and Carolyn Brown are new
first-time parents. Daughter Charlotte
Sophia was born April 5, making her
almost an Easter baby. The Browns
live in Bristol. Carolyn was a member
of the United Methodist Church in
Walworth, NY. Stuart, son of United
Church of Christ pastors, has joined
a church for the first time. Carolyn
enjoys gardening and Stuart enjoys
working around their house.
Doug and Lynnea Jones were
previously members of Asbury
United Methodist Church. They live
in Wolcott and are the parents of two
children, son Erin, married to Kirsten,
and daughter Shannon, married to
John Andelin, both of whom are
members of Prospect. They also have
two grandchildren, Nina, daughter of
Erin and Kirsten, and Abigail, daughter
of Shannon and John. Lyn is the
daughter of a retired Methodist pastor,
Rev. Ivan Gossoo of Petersburg,
NY. Among his many pastorates
was a nine-year tenure at the United
Methodist Church of Wethersfield.
Lyn is a reader and both Lyn and Doug
enjoy working outdoors at their house
and spending time with their family.
Bevin and David Parent (better
known as DJ) grew up in Bristol and
make their home here as well. They
have two children, Elijah, 6, and
Taigan, 4, both of whom were baptized
at Prospect. DJ previously belonged

to St. Matthew Church while Bevin has joined a church for the first time. He is
vice president of operations for Lawntailors of Farmington and Bevin is a second
grade teacher in Bristol. DJ’s hobbies are hiking and basketball and Bevin enjoys
scrapbooking and exercising. A sports-oriented family, they are long-time Red
Sox fans.
Larry and Meagen Wentz have been married for almost three years. Larry
has lived in Bristol for five years. Originally from Pennsylvania, he is a regional
technology manager for H&R Block. Larry was baptized Methodist. Meagen is
originally from Rockwell, Iowa. She is the Wellness Programs Administrator in
the Counseling and Wellness Center at Central Connecticut State University.
Meagen was baptized Roman Catholic. Larry and Meagen have a 19-month-old
daughter, Addison, who was baptized at Prospect a year ago in March. Larry’s
hobbies include bowling, gardening, playing games on the computer and playing
with Addison. Meagen’s hobbies include sewing, cooking, bargain hunting at tag
sales and playing with .Addison. As a family, they enjoy going for walks, playing
in the back yard and traveling to see family.
Andy and Misty Mitchell were born and raised in Bristol. Andy was raised
Catholic and was a member of St. Joseph’s Church. Misty was baptized
Methodist but had not previously joined a church. Misty is a kindergarten
teacher and Andy is in retail management. They have one daughter, Sophia
Grace, who will turn 3 on May 14. Andy’s hobbies include golfing and softball.
Misty loves to cook and bake, and both enjoy hiking.

n Help Wanted
Remember the covenant you made when you joined the church? Well we
are in need of your time, talent and service. The cleaning crew needs a few
more people to help with sweeping and washing the upstairs hallway and
both stairwells. We also need someone to clean the offices once a week.
This is at your own schedule. Contact Carol Rivard at 860-589-3575 or
hail@snet.net if interested.
Vacation Bible School is in need of a few more adults also. This year it will
run August 16th thru the 20th from 6-8 pm. Talk to Eleanor Riker Flower
if you would like to lend a hand.
The yard crew is looking for a few more hands. They meet Tuesday
evenings from 5-7. See Chris Wilson for more information.
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Prospect In
Earlier Days

to become a bishop) called her
and the conference assigned her
to become a deaconess here. She
was to serve 26 years in the post.
The story of Deaconess Carrie
Reynolds will be concluded in
the next Tower.

The previous Prospect
In Earlier Days column
introduced church
members to the late
Carrie Reynolds, former Carrie Reynolds
What Is A Deaconess?
deaconess of Prospect
Church upon the occasion of her
In the Methodist tradition, women
death on January 23, 1950. Carrie
could be set apart for service in and
Hutchinson, born in 1874, was raised
through the church before they were
in Prospect Church. Her marriage on
permitted to be ordained which
June 14, 1898, to the Rev. Richard H.
occurred in 1956. Even after they
Reynolds, native of Cornwall, England, could be ordained, many chose
took place at this church. He had been to become a deaconess in order
admitted as a member of the New York to perform a variety of services
East Conference a short time before.
in a lay capacity. A deaconess was
For two years the couple resided in
commissioned, not ordained. The
Woodbury, where he was pastor of the UMC web-site traces the roots of
North Woodbury Methodist Church.
deaconesses to Phoebe in Romans
However, he had to resign a short
16:1. The Office of Deaconess was
time later as a result of illness. The
officially recognized by the Methodist
couple moved to New Mexico hoping Church starting in 1888. Lay men
he might regain his health, but sadly,
are now accorded an opportunity
he died there on June 4, 1901. He is
to serve in a life-long relationship
buried in West Cemetery in Bristol.
of service when the Office of Home
Thereafter, Carrie Reynolds dedicated Missioner was established at the 2004
herself to a life as a deaconess, feeling
General Conference. The Offices
compelled to carry on the work of her of Deaconess and Home Missioner
husband. She entered the Lucy Webb are currently the only active offices
Hayes Training School in Washington in the United Methodist Church for
D.C. in 1903. Upon completion of the laity called to full-time vocations in
two-year-course, she first served as
servant ministries. Both offices form a
deaconess at the Stamford Methodist
covenant community that is rooted in
Church followed by a short stint at the scripture, informed by history, driven
New York Avenue Methodist Church
by mission, ecumenical in scope and
in Brooklyn. In May of 1911 her home global in outreach. There may be fewer
church under the leadership of the
than 2,000 deaconesses serving the
Rev. Dr. Ernest G. Richardson (later
church around the globe.
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n Parking Lot Ministry

Organ Fund Benefit Dinner/
Concert
A concert by H. S. Liederkranz, an
award-winning men’s chorus from
Thomaston, will be presented at
Prospect on May 22 to benefit the
Organ Restoration Fund. A roast pork
loin dinner will start the event at 5:30
p.m. Tickets can be obtained for $20
each from any member of the Choir or
by calling the church office at
(860) 582-3443.
H.S. Liederkranz is a male chorus that
originated in 1931. The group has
been cited by the State Legislature for
its contribution to the musical heritage
of the Thomaston area. The H.S.L.
won first place in the Men’s Division 1
singing competition, Saengerfest, held
on June 28, 2009 in Granby. The group
also gave a televised performance in
November at the Nutmeg Television
Studio in Plainville.

n Women of Prospect
The Women of Prospect will be going
on their yearly “Women’s Retreat”
on June 19th to the Mercy Center in
Madison. the cost will be $35. All
women are invited to attend. Come
relax, meditate, play on the beach and
enjoy the beauty God has bestowed on
us. Please see Jackie Palance if you are
interested in attending.
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n Conference Event Re-Directs Focus
Seven from Prospect attended a recent Conference event entitled “Turn Aside
and See.” According to Jill Wilson, Church Council chair, the workshop was
designed to help attendees more closely examine the inner workings of their
church and provide guidance on looking outside the walls to adapt to a changing
world.
Jill said: “Since we were a table full from our congregation, we could
individualize the discussion specifically about our own church. Our table
focused on how our congregation tends to focus inward, on our “usual” activities
and how happy that makes us. We acknowledged we aren’t very good, as a
congregation, looking outside our walls into the world and hearing God’s call.
It emphasized to us, once again, that we (our congregation) must change as the
world has changed… we cannot be satisfied with the status quo and think this
is what God wants. Additionally, every individual in our congregation has a gift
and it is a matter of focusing these gifts in one direction that is a priority for our
congregation.”
Jeanette Baker, who also attended, adds: “

n Thank you

Make sure your refrigerator stands
level so the door
seals evenly and
tightly. Warm
air that seeps in
will cause the
refrigerator to run
longer.
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Sunday Schedule

The Two Pots - Food for Thought










A shorter version of the Sunday Service,
with Holy Communion, in the Chapel, south
side of Sessions Hall.
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Children attend opening portion of service
with family, then go to Sunday School
classes.



































































Time of fellowship and friendship with
coffee, tea, cookies and conversation in
Sessions Hall.

















Traditional service of worship in Sanctuary
with hymns, prayers, sermon, children’s
and adult choir anthems and solos. Holy
Communion the first Sunday of each
month.
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May 11
May 18

Finance
Council
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Yard Work
Playgroup
Confirmation
Yard Work
Organ Fund Concert
Yard Work







May 11
May 15
May 16
May 18
May 22
May 25
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Periodical: Published monthly except July and August.

